UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration

The UN Decade
on Ecosystem
Restoration
Gabriel Grimsditch of UN
Environment introduces this
special edition, which celebrates
the UN Decade of Ecosystem
Restoration (2021–2030).
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020 is the year where we have
an unprecedented opportunity
to redefine our relationship
with our natural environment.
Environmental concerns are expected
to top many global agendas as
crucial international meetings are
being organized on climate change
(the 26th Conference of the Parties
of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change in
Glasgow) and biodiversity protection
(the 2020 Biodiversity Conference in
Kunming). Several other important
conferences that are especially
relevant to marine ecosystems are
also taking place in 2020, including
the UN Oceans Conference in
Lisbon, the Our Ocean Conference
in Palau, the 14th International
Coral Reef Symposium in Bremen,
the IUCN World Conservation
Congress in Marseille, and the
14th International Seagrass Biology
Workshop in Chesapeake Bay.
But this is not just a year of
conferences. Global awareness is
increasing on the myriad of challenges that our marine environment
faces, and communities around the
world are increasingly willing to take
action against ecological degradation.
There has never been a more urgent
need to restore damaged ecosystems,
and nature-based solutions are being
recognized as critical for addressing
global sustainable development goals
and national priorities, from climate
change mitigation to food security.
In recognition of this urgency, the
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