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Press release: 27 November 2017
Blue Planet, Green Seas

The Marine Biological Association (MBA), based on Plymouth Hoe, helped the BBC’s Natural History Unit with information and facilities for the filming of its landmark series Blue Planet II.
Yesterday’s episode, Green Seas, highlighted the role of the ocean and its inhabitants in regulating the atmosphere and mitigating the effects of climate change. The sequence showing phytoplankton in close-up was filmed at the MBA laboratory on the Hoe in Plymouth using cells from our microalgal culture collection and samples collected on the day from Plymouth Sound by MBA staff members.
The show also looked at the importance of kelp forests. In the UK alone, kelps are found along 19,000 km of coastline where they provide food and habitat – ecological goods and services – for many other species. Dr Dan Smale leads the Benthic Ecosystems and Environmental Change research group at the MBA. He said, “Kelp forests are critical habitats, which support coastal marine life and are valuable to people in many ways. We are studying how they work and are trying to predict how they might be affected by climate change, specifically with increasing sea temperatures and changes in storm patterns.”
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The Marine Biological Association (MBA) is a professional body for marine scientists with some 1,400 members world-wide. Since 1884 the MBA has established itself as a leading marine biological research organization contributing to the work of several Nobel Laureates and over 170 Fellows of the Royal Society. In 2013, the MBA was awarded a Royal Charter in recognition of its long and eminent history and its status within the field of marine biology.  The award strengthens the Association’s role in promoting marine biology as a discipline and in representing the interests of the marine biological community.
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