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The European Commission’s Habitats Directive (Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora) required European member states to identify Special Areas of Conservation. The Habitats Directive is was transposed into UK legislation by The Conservation (Natural Habitats &c) Directive 1994, and the first suite of candidate Special Areas of Conservation were submitted to the European Commission in 1996.
Under the 1994 Habitats Regulations, English Nature is required produce conservation objectives of each Special Area of Conservation. The progress with managing Special Areas of Conservation is monitored against these conservation objectives.
One element of the conservation objectives is defining the condition of the site, outlined in Favourable Condition Tables. In order to chart progress with managing these sites, English Nature has designed fit for purpose condition monitoring around the Favourable Condition Table. This gives a clear reporting mechanism for the condition of sites, and provides clear guidance to relevant authorities when undertaking appropriate assessments of plans & projects.
However, linking current condition monitoring back to direct management measures can be problematic, and condition monitoring does not necessarily provide an early warning system for potential impacts before damage occurs. Future work on more targeted monitoring, linked to existing condition assessment, and placed in the context of a range of other data sets could provide better support to managers of these important sites. Integrated monitoring of a range of parameters is being explored as part of the Fal and Helford Pilot Project of the South West Marine Science Forum.
